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uith’s Liberals joined Labour in oppositions

v . .
Liberal party would never agaii be regarded asa plausnblc
he working class. That mantle passcd to Labour,

‘the extreme, paciﬁst, Bolshevist

homc for t
Lloyd George 23

gismissed BY
Th; clection Was dominated by anti-German hysteria,
with calls t© ‘hang the Kaiser’ and ‘squeeze the German lemon

» The Times refused to discuss the possiblc

¢ll the pips squeak .
consequences of bankrupting Germany, merely demanding
aty ignored

that ‘we present the bill’. The 1919 Versailles tre
pleas for caution in treating the defeated enemy from Lloyd
George and the youn ist J. M. Keynes and sought the

most humiliating w2y rmans. This meant
the allied occupation of the Rhineland and heavy financial

reparations. Versailles meant that Germany'’s
democracy was one of unsupportablc debt, a predica
was to give Hitler’s re-founded National Socialist party an €Y

ride to power after 1925-
Lloyd George described Versailles as «wild men screaming

through keyholes™ Back home he reigned supreme: He was the

first prime minister to govern it what approached a prcsidcntial

style. He retained his wartime secretariat under Hankey and his

outer office of aides in the Downing Street ‘garden room’. His

Welsh intonation elevated his oratory, said Harold Nicolson,
* In war he ha

of Cromwell and Chatham- d bullied
machine to g€t things done- Now

passed 2 housing act
d children to stay in
il aged fourteen- War mobilisation had doubled trade
bership and the government faced strikes by police,
. and even soldiers. Where they were in the

t usually capitulatcd.
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party, and done so not, like Peel
principle but to hold on to personal power. Faced with the
challenge of adapting Liberalism to embrace organised labour,
he suffered a failure of political imagination. He condemned his
party to the political wilderness for the rest of the century.
Baldwin, the new Tory prime minister, was perfectly cast
as reassuring contrast, the archetypal safe pair of hands, a pipe-
smoking countryman, sensible, moderate and conciliatory.

When trouble beckoned, he was said to retreat to his room with
blew over. Yet as soon as he took office,

a crossword until it
ction, borrowed from Joseph

Baldwin was seized by a convi
Chamberlain, that the recovery of the British economy needed

tariffs. This was so drastic a change in policy that, with Liberals
and Labour opposed, he felt he should call an early election
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Baldwin spoke for a mation that craved a return tO Pre”

war normality. As the peacctimc economy began to recover,
the benefits of modernisation that had been enjoyed by only

ead to 2 wider middle class. The
post-war shortage ©

the richer Edwardians spr
d radically. A
h of retail

sition of women change
men demanded a new self-reliance, while the growt

and clerical employment offered young women an
'mdepcndcnce. The apostlc of ‘family planning', Marie Stopes,
preached to 2 generation with access t0 the sexual liberation ©
contraception. Registered divorces increased from 823 in 1910
to 4,522 1n 1928. The consumer economy boomed. The pumber
of cars on the 102 h year. Home

ds of Britain was doubling eac
ownership rose from 10 Pet cent in

a third by the end of
the thirties, far ahead of anyW

.The resulting
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ough the union’s sense

of working-¢
he way it ended also showed the limitations on
Baldwin’s lack of ¢riumphalism afterwards, indeed his
was critical throughout. He was always

e po\ﬁ{et- ersonality

ﬁ;ﬁl‘,ﬂno‘: least to new Labour MPs, and later supported their
Jemand that unions should be able to levy their members to
finance their party- with Neville Chamberlain as minister for
health, welfare and local government, the Tories remained in
the liberal tradition of Peel, Disraeli and Neville’s father, joscph.
The old poor law guardians wWere wound up and elected county

and borough councils made responsible for clinics and the relief

of poverty-
Despite
1929 clection,

lass solidaritys th

Baldwin’s persona the Tories lost the
It of finally extending the vote to

possibly as aresu
men in their twentics, the so-

the last disenfranchiscd adults, wo
(after a frec-hanging dress much in fashion)-

called ‘fapper vote’
In another hung parliament the Liberals decided to put Labour
and Ramsay MacDonald back in office. The new team had no
time to prove itself. Within weeks, on 24 October, a bubble in
US bond prices burst, leading to 2 crash not only on Wall Street
but on all western stock markets. Guided by Keynes the Labour
cabinet proposed an immediate programme of public works, but
this met with jmplacable opposition from the new chancellor,
Philip Snowden. He demanded curbs rather than increases in

public spending.
This familiar conflict yielded economic and political
turmoil. Between the 1929 crash and the end of 1930, rcgistcrcd
unemployed 105€ from one million t© ¢wo and a half million
_ The following year banks failed across
hyperinflation and financial collapse-
nowden’s May Committee had out-axed
ng £24 million in new taxes and £96 million
of which £66 million would come direct from
ef, the so-called dole. Ministers exhibited

1 popularity,

By August
Geddes, proposi
of spending cuts:
uncmploymcnt reli
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with recovery from recession, 19308 Britain resumed
the economic Progress of the mid-twenties. Exotic art deco
tern Avenue, making

referendum, the ‘peace

ong London’s Wes
as Hoover vacu

tyres. Woo

um cleaners, Gillette
lworth’s prolifcrated
ly private British Broadcasting
harter in 1927 Its director,

factories appearcd al
consumer goods such
safety razors and Firestone car
in every high street. The previous
Company Was pationalised under ¢
an austere Scot named John Reith, established 2 tradition of
independence which has held, against many odds, ever since-
By 1932 England and Wales had ten million radio listeners and
two million telephone subscribers. Britain’s answer t0 America’s
Model T Ford, the Austin 7, appcarcd in 1922 and Was reduced
L12s. By the end of the decade there
n the roads. Super-cinemas with names
such as ROXY, Regal, Odeon and Gaumont towered over their
communities, © ering the escapism of Valentino, Douglas
. 1 ford. American jazz became a Craze-
acifism of the

Fairbanks and Mary
Thus blessed, the British public took the p
revious decade to new lengths. In 1935 the biggest ever private
ballot’, rcgistercd cleven million votes in
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factories Were opened and air-

u jon,
r civil defence- When in September 1938
the Czech Sudetenland

;cated hisin i
g in cravelled to parley with

in deﬁancc :

n Munich- The nation W3S on tenterhooks fearing war-
Chambeﬂa . -al back at Heston! airport, waving 2 paper
« desire of our gwo peoples never to go to War

'symbolic of t
in’, Was greeted with wild enthusiasm. He
honour. I

wold a croW a he had brought ‘peace with
j our time.’ Speaking o1 the radio, he added
dible ... that we should

fantastic and incre
sks here because of 2

be digging crenches and trying oo gas ma
quarrelin 2 faraway country between people of whom we know
pothing - Churchill, now on th was a relatively
lone voice for openly opposing Germany, later calling these the

described Munich

‘years that the locust hath eaten’.
d defeat’, he W3S

in the Commons 35 ‘ total and unmitigate
t, British public

howled down. Whatever hindsight may suggc

opinion Was massively relieved by Munich-
History was not kind to Chamberlain, seeing him 3s the
£ Hitler’s Germany, though recent historians

have been less harsh. Public opinion and most of
an dictators- They remaine

strongly for ac
ing at anything that might fuel

he first gcneration of British

ddition this was t
der the aegis of a universal franchise

politici

and to feel bound by what they perceived as public opinion-

The concept to rule had finally asserted itself, and

ironically done s© against t e state. Chamberlain
heir military advisers.

and his colleagues were also trapped by ¢
They had been rearming since the mid-thirties, but when the

rime minister left for Munich, he was warned by the chiefs of
o unready for any War with Hitler. Britain

staff that they Wer
would be overwhelmed by a German attack and Chamberlain

their optimism. Ina
ans to govern un
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had to buy time. He bought just six months. In March 1939
Hitler broke his promise to Chamberlain and occupied Prague.
In August he signed the Molotov-Ribbentrop non-aggression
pact with Stalin and, on 1 September, launched his ‘blitzkrieg
on Poland. The invasion breached allied guarantees of Poligl,
sovereignty and Chamberlain was forced to announce, two days
later, that Britain was at war with Germany. An army of British
soldiers crossed the Channel, as they had in 1914 and so often
before. This time they returned, at first, defeated.



