
Transition Reads
Getting ready for Year 7? Try one of these books

Impossible Creatures by Katherine Rundell
A boy called Christopher is visiting his reclusive grandfather when he witnesses an avalanche of mythic
creatures come tearing down the hill. This is how Christopher learns that his grandfather is the guardian of
one of the ways between the non-magical world and a place called the Archipelago: a cluster of magical
islands, where all the creatures we tell of in myth live and breed and thrive alongside humans. They have been
protected for thousands of years from being discovered; now, terrifyingly, the protection has worn thin, and
creatures are breaking through.
Then a girl, Mal, appears in Christopher’s world. Together the two must face the problem of power, and of
knowledge, and of what love demands of us.

Tyger by SF Said
Adam has found something incredible in a rubbish dump in London. A mysterious, mythical, magical animal. A
Tyger. And the tyger is in danger.
Adam and his friend Zadie are determined to help, but it isn't just the tyger's life at stake. Their whole world is
on the verge of destruction. Can they learn to use their powers before it's too late?

Crookhaven The School of Thieves by JJ Arcanjo
13-year-old Gabriel is a brilliant pickpocket, a skill which he uses to keep his often empty belly not quite so
empty. And then one day, he's caught.
But instead of being arrested, he is invited by the mysterious Caspian Crook to attend Crookhaven - a school
for thieves. At Crookhaven, students are trained in lock-picking, forgery and 'crim-nastics', all with the
intention of doing good out in the world, by conning the bad and giving back to the innocent.
But ... can you ever really trust a thief? With a school wide competition to be crowned Top Crook and many
mysteries to uncover, Gabriel's first year at Crookhaven will be one to remember.

The Final Year by Matt Goodfellow
Life can be tough in your last year of primary school. Tests to take, preparing for the change to high school.
Nate is ready for it all, knowing his best friend PS is at his side - they've been inseparable since Nursery.
But when they are put in two different classes and PS finds a new friend in Turner, the school bully, Nate's
world turns upside-down. As he struggles to make sense of this and forge new friendships, he's dealt another
blow when his youngest brother, Dylan is rushed into hospital.
His new teacher, Mr Joshua, sees a spark inside of Nate that's lit by his love of reading and writing and shows
him how to use this to process what's going on. But with so much working against him, and anger rising inside
him, will this be enough?
A powerful and lyrical story about finding your place in the world and the people that matter within it.

Dreadwood By Jennifer Killick
It's basically the worst school detention ever. When classmates (but not mate-mates) Hallie, Angelo, Gustav
and Naira are forced to come to school on a SATURDAY, they think things can’t get much worse. But they’re
wrong. Things are about to get seriously scary.
What has dragged their teacher underground? Why do the creepy caretakers keeping humming the tune to
Itsy Bitsy Spider? And what horrors lurk in the shadows, getting stronger and meaner every minute . . .? Cut off
from help and in danger each time they touch the ground, the gang’s only hope is to work together. But it’s no
coincidence that they're all there on detention. Someone has been watching and plotting and is out for
revenge . . .



Fablehouse by EL Norry
Fablehouse is a children's home like no other. Housed in a crumbling mansion that perches on a cliff and
backs on to ancient mysterious woodland, this is the home for many of Britain's Brown Babies, children born
to African American GIs and white, British women following the Second World War. Heather has already been
through several children's homes and is trying her hardest not to trust Fablehouse and its unusual head
teacher, Miss Isolde. But when children start acting strangely, Heather discovers a plot from a fae realm to
infiltrate and overthrow the human world. With the help of Palamedes - the Black Knight from King Arthur's
Round Table who has been guarding the magical doorway to the fae world - and three friends, Heather sets off
on a quest to rescue the children who have been replaced by changelings. No child will be forgotten or
discarded on her watch. Discovering extraordinary powers and a fire inside herself, Heather will battle to save
the first place that has felt like home for years...

Safiyyah’s War by Hiba Noor Khan
War comes to the streets of Paris and Safiyyah's life changes for ever. Her best friend's family have fled, and
the bombing makes her afraid to leave the mosque where she lives. But when her father is arrested by the
Nazis for his secret Resistance work, it falls to Safiyyah to run the dangerous errands around the city. It's not
long before hundreds of persecuted Jews seek sanctuary at the mosque. Can Safiyyah find the courage to
enter the treacherous catacombs under Paris and lead the Jews to safety?

Football Academy: Striking Out by Tom Palmer
Striking Out: the second book in the Football Academy series by Tom Palmer
Yunis can't believe that he's United leading scorer. It should be the happiest time of his life, but his father
wants him to give up football and work hard at school. Can Yunis convince his dad that he can do both, or will
he have to hang up his boots forever?

When I see Blue by Lily Bailey
New town, new school, but the bully is in Ben's head...
There are 4 things you should know about Ben:
1. He's 12 years old
2. He's the new kid at school
3. His special number is 4
4. He has a bully in his brain
Sometimes Ben's brain makes him count to 4 to prevent bad things happening. Sometimes it makes him tap or
blink in 4s. Mostly it makes the smallest things feel impossible. And with a new school, a moody big brother, an
absent dad and a mum battling her own demons, Ben feels more out of control than ever. But then he meets
April, and with his new friend, Ben might finally figure out how to stand up to the bully in his brain, once and
for all.

The Clockwork Conspiracy by Sam Sedgman
Aspiring inventor Isaac Turner lives with his dad, the Chief Horologist in charge of Big Ben. But when his father
vanishes from the belfry on the night the clocks go back, leaving behind only a smashed pocket watch and a
cryptic message, Isaac determines to find him.
Hunting a trail of clues through London’s landmarks, Isaac uncovers a sinister plot in the gears of government
and embarks on a race against time to save his father – and time itself.


