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CORE & HUMANITIES 



Instruc琀椀ons for Use 

For all of your subjects, there are certain facts that you need to know in order for you to best 
understand the content you study in lessons. 
 

In this booklet are Knowledge Organisers for each subject, which contain the core concepts that 

you have to know to be successful in your lessons.  
 

How to use this Knowledge Organiser: 
 

 Look: read a speci昀椀c sec琀椀on of the Knowledge Organiser; 
 

 Cover: cover it over or put it to one side; 
 

 Write: from memory, write out as much of the informa琀椀on as you can remember for that sec琀椀on;  
  

Check: check back with the Knowledge Organiser. Anything missing or incorrect, add in green pen. 
  

Review: informa琀椀on you didn’t recall the 昀椀rst 琀椀me by using di昀昀erent format, such as 

 repea琀椀ng the process or crea琀椀ng your own 昀氀ashcards to revise from. 
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Instruc琀椀ons for Use: Example 

 

 

 

 

 1.  LOOK: carefully read the sec琀椀on of the Knowledge Organiser which you are learning. 
 

 2.  COVER: cover it over or put it to one side 

 

 3.  WRITE: write out as many details as you can  from memory. 
 

 4.  CHECK: check back over your answer with the KO. Anything which is missing or incorrect, 
                     add in green pen. 
  

 5.  REVIEW:  if you had signi昀椀cant gaps or parts you didn’t understand, repeat the process 

                        from Step 1. 
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We do not have a knowledge organiser for Maths. This is because the best way to remember and  

understand mathema琀椀cs is to prac琀椀ce it. We use the Sparx Maths online pla琀昀orm to provide our students 
plenty of opportuni琀椀es for prac琀椀se and to develop their mathema琀椀cal knowledge. 

 

What should we do each week? 

Complete all of your compulsory sec琀椀on of Sparx homework and get it 100% correct. Don’t worry, there are 
videos to help if you get stuck. 

How long should it take? 

Sparx will adjust your homework, so it will take about 1 hour to complete. If you 昀椀nd yourself taking longer 
than this, you should ask your teacher for support on the topics you 昀椀nd most challenging. 

What if I get stuck? 

You can watch the videos, ask a friend or parent, or your teacher, in person or by email. 

Why do I get di昀昀erent ques琀椀ons to my friends? 

Sparx creates custom homework just for you - because you are an individual. This means your maths    home-
work is designed around your ability and constantly challenges you to make improvements. 

Why do I have to get 100% 

We believe you deserve the chance to do really well in Maths. Students who complete all the ques琀椀ons on 
Sparx learn more and get be琀琀er results. You can also earn rewards. 
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Ne…pas Not Ne..ni…ni Neither..nor 

Ne…jamais Never Ne…rien Nothing 

Ne…plus Not anymore Ne..que Only 

Ne…personne No one Ne…aucun Not any,none 

Last week la semaine dernière Next week la semaine prochaine 

Last year l’année dernière Next year l’année prochaine 

Last month le mois dernier Next month le mois prochain 

Yesterday hier Tomorrow demain 

Recently récemment In the future à l’avenir 

Today aujourd’hui Often souvent 

Usually d’habitude Every day tous les jours 

On Saturday le samedi Always toujours 
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Key Words 

Forgiveness Pardoning someone for wrongdoing Peace-making Working toward bringing about an end to war 
and a state of peace 

Greed Going to war to gain land or natural 
resources such as oil 

Protest A public expression of disapproval, o昀琀en in a 
big group, can be peaceful or violent 

Holy War A war that is fought for religious reasons, 
usually backed by a religious leader 

Quakers A Chris琀椀ans denomina琀椀on who worship in 
silence and are well known paci昀椀sts 

Just War A Chris琀椀an theory that asks whether a war 
is fought justly 

Reconcilia琀椀on Restoring friendly rela琀椀onships a昀琀er a war or 
con昀氀ict 

Jus琀椀ce Bringing about what is right and fair, 
according to the law or God’s will 

Retalia琀椀on Deliberately harming someone as a response to 
them harming you 

Nuclear Weapon A weapon using a nuclear reac琀椀on to cause 
massive damage 

Self-Defence Protec琀椀ng yourself or others from harm 

Paci昀椀sm A belief that all forms of violence are 
wrong, commonly held by Quakers 

Terrorism Using violence in order to further a poli琀椀cal or 
religious message 

Peace A state of happiness and harmony, an 
absence of war 

WMD Weapons of mass destruc琀椀on: chemical, 
nuclear or biological weapons 

Is it ever acceptable to go to war?  

Key Ideas 

 

 

Protests and Terrorism 

  

  

Protests 

The right to gather together and protest is a 
fundamental democra琀椀c freedom. 
UK law allows for peaceful public protest but 
some琀椀mes protects can turn violent and become a 
riot. 
Chris琀椀ans o昀琀en protest unjust laws or for other 
forms of jus琀椀ce but would rarely advocate the use 
of violence in protest. 

Terrorism 

Examples of terrorism include suicide bombing, mass 
shoo琀椀ngs or using vehicles to injure pedestrians. 
The aim of terrorism is to make society aware of a cause or 
issue and to make people frightened to go about their 
business. 
Chris琀椀ans don’t promote poli琀椀cal violence + believe 
terrorism is wrong as it targets innocent people  

Reasons for War 

  

  

Greed 

To gain more land or to control 
important resources such as oil or 
gas. 
e.g. The UK and US invading Iraq 
in order to control oil resources 

Self-Defence 

To defend one’s country against 
invasion or a琀琀ack or to protect 
allies who are under a琀琀ack 

e.g. UK threatened by Nazi 
invasion in WWII 

Retalia琀椀on 

To 昀椀ght against a country that has done 
something very wrong or to 昀椀ght against a 
country that has a琀琀acked you 

e.g. US invading Afghanistan in retalia琀椀on 
for 9/11 
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Nuclear War and WMD 

 

Nuclear weapons work by a nuclear reac琀椀on and devastate huge areas and kill large numbers of people. They are 
a type of WMD (weapons of mass destruc琀椀on) which also includes chemical and biological weapons. All these 
weapons are not allowed under the Chris琀椀an Just War Theory and would therefore be rejected by most 
Chris琀椀ans. 
Nuclear weapons were used at the end of WWII in Japan to force the Japanese to surrender. Some people say 
their use was jus琀椀昀椀ed as it prevented more su昀昀ering even though 140,000 people died. 
Although some Chris琀椀ans jus琀椀fy war with ‘an eye for an eye’, this cannot be used to jus琀椀fy the use of weapons of 
mass destruc琀椀on as they are not a propor琀椀onate response. 
  

Holy War 

A Holy War is a war which is fought for religious reasons, o昀琀en with the backing of religious leaders. An example 
of this was the Crusades fought from the 11th

-14th Century by Chris琀椀ans, backed by the Pope. 
Religion can s琀椀ll be a cause for war today such as in Northern Ireland where Protestant and Catholic Chris琀椀ans 
fought a civil war between 1968-98. 
  

Just War Theory 

  

  

 

Just War Theory is a Chris琀椀an moral theory for working out if a war meets interna琀椀onally accepted criteria for 
fairness. These are some of the condi琀椀ons that must be met in order for a war to be just: 

Just Cause – fought in self-defence or to protect others 

Just Inten琀椀on – fought to promote good and defeat wrongdoing 

Last Resort – only going to war if all other methods have been tried 昀椀rst 

Propor琀椀onal – excessive force should not be used and innocent civilians must not be killed 

  

Paci昀椀sm and Chris琀椀an  
Responses to War 

 

Paci昀椀sm is the idea that all forms of violence are 
wrong. Paci昀椀sts such as Quakers refuse to take part in 
war and o昀琀en choose to be a conscien琀椀ous objector 
(someone who doesn’t go to war for moral reasons) or 
to assist in medical tasks like ambulance driving. 
Chris琀椀ans try to follow Jesus’ teaching that “blessed are 
the peacemakers” 

  

Chris琀椀ans try to show mercy and agape to vic琀椀ms of 
war and provide them with assistance. 
This can be through charity or through welcoming 
them into their churches. It can be vic琀椀ms in their own 
country or refugees such as people 昀氀eeing from Syria 
or Yemen. 
This is an example of ‘love your neighbour’ in ac琀椀on. 
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