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Why was there an Industrial Revolution? 

 
The Industrial Revolution was a time in British history where the country changed hugely from a mostly rural society to an 

industrial one. 

This means that many British people moved from living in small towns and villages, where they were farmers, to huge 

cities, where they worked in places such as factories or mills. 

It is called a revolution because it was such a huge change. The birth of the Industrial Revolution is the birth of the 

modern world that we 
There were six main factors that came together to create the Industrial Revolution. 

Unlike political or violent revolutions, the Industrial Revolution happened over a long period of 

time rather than suddenly. 

Just like baking a cake, the ingredients for the Industrial Revolution had to be present 

together at the right time 

 

 

Population Boom 

 

Between 1750 and 1900, the population of Britain grew by four times, from 10 million 

people to 40 million people. 

Supply was found to match demand. This increase in population led to many businessmen and innovators finding 

ingenious solutions whilst making a lot of money. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Improved Agriculture 

 

During this period, farmers became more efficient in order to feed the growing population.  

Using advances such as improved crop rotation, selective breeding of animals and new machinery, farmers made 

the land that had been farmed in a similar way for centuries more efficient.  

One of the most important early developments was Jethro Tull’s seed drill.  

The seed drill planted seeds quickly and efficiently without the need to do it by hand.  

 

Factories 

 

It was not only farmers who were developing new machines and ideas. Manufacturing methods also changed. 

Look at the picture below of the domestic system -  what are the advantages and disadvantages of this way of 

working? 

 

Some manufacturers recognised the need to speed up production and invented new machinery which could do the 

work of several people.  
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Factories began to be built in cities to produce goods at a far faster rate than before. People moved from the 

countryside to the cities to work in them. 

Woollen cloth and cotton goods had been produced in small amounts in people’s homes for centuries. A factory 
could produce huge amounts textiles quickly: useful for clothing the increasing population and as trade goods. 

Power 

 

The first factories were powered by water and used wooden machines. New types of power would lead to bigger, 

more efficient factories. 

Coal was mined in large amounts and used to create wrought-iron: iron that was tough enough to create large, 

complex machines. 

Steam power was a technology that led to innovations such as James Nasmyth’s steam hammer, as well as new 
forms of transport.  

Steam powered machines in the iron industry, such as the STEAM HAMMER coal shape huge pieces of iron for 

making machines, girders, ships or railway tracks.  

Steam pumps could now pump water out of mines, allowing deeper mines to be dug. This allowed more coal to be 

produced which was needed, in turn to fuel the steam engines.  

Steam engines powered trains and ships. These could carry much larger quantities of raw materials and finished 

goods across Britain and the world in a faster time.  

Transport 

 

With growth in agriculture and industry, things needed to be moved around the country in large amounts. 

Canals, such as the Bridgewater Canal, were dug to link growing cities together - in this case, Manchester and 

Liverpool - and transport goods between them. 

Roads were improved to make travel by cart easier and faster. 

Railways were laid to accommodate a new, wondrous invention: the 

steam train.  

 

Empire 

 

It was not just at home that Britain grew. The British Empire expanded 

from a few colonies in 1750 to cover a fifth of the world’s land by 1900. 

Colonies in places such as India, Australia, Canada and South Africa gave 

British factories access to exotic resources such as cotton, silk, fur and tea.  

By 1900, the Empire had a population of around 400 million people; each 

of these a potential customer for British goods, which pushed production 

ever onwards. 

 

 

 

 

 



What can we learn about how the Industrial revolution changed employment? 
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WHAT WERE THE CAUSES OF THE 
ENGLISH CIVIL WAR? 

What is a civil 
war?_______________________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
What were the two sides in civil 
war?______________________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
What were the causes of the English Civil 
War? 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

ROUNDHEAD V CAVALIER 
What was a Roundhead like?  
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
What was a Cavalier like?  
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
What made people choose a 
side?______________________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________

THE BATTLE OF FREEDOM FIELDS 
What have you learned about the battle of 
Freedom 
Fields?________________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________

KEY BATTLES:  
Edgehill:____________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________ 
Newbury:___________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________ 
Marston 
Moor:______________________________ 
__________________________________
__________________________________ 
Naseby:____________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
_______________________ 

YEAR 8 HISTORY: THE ENGLISH CIVIL WAR 

EXECUTION OF CHARLES I 
What were the arguments for execution? 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
What were the arguments against execution 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
What happened to Charles I?___________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
_______ 

CROMWELL 
Why could it be argued Cromwell was a 
hero?______________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
__________________________________ 
Why could it be argued Cromwell was a 
villain?_____________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________ 
What was it like in Puritan 
England?___________________________ 
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________



 

KEY INDIVIDUALS: 
 
KEY PERSON: WHY ARE THEY 

IMPORTANT? 
Archbishop Laud 

 
 
 

 

Charles I 

 
 

 

Henrietta Maria 

 

 

Oliver Cromwell 

 
 
 

 

 
 

KEYWORDS: 
 

KEYWORD:  DEFINITION: 
Cavalier  
Catholic  

Civil War  
Cruel Necessity  
Divine Right of Kings  
Freedom Fields  
Grand 
Remonstrance 

 

Lord Protector  

Marston Moor  
Naseby  
New Model Army  
Parliament  
Protestant  
Puritan  
Roundhead  

Ship Money  
 

KNOWLEDGE CHECKER: 
 
Key knowledge Self-

assessment 
R A G 

I can explain the causes of the English civil war    
I can explain the differences between the two sides and some 
of the reasons why people chose sides 

   

I can explain what happened at the battle of Freedom Fields    
I can explain some of the things that happened at key battles 
like Edgehill, Newbury, Marston Moor and Naseby  

   

I can the reasons for and against executing King Charles and 
what happened to King Charles 

   

I can explain different interpretations of Cromwell (hero and 
villain) and explain what life was like in Puritan England 

   

 



 

 

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 
 
When did it happen?  
What changed?   
 
 
Population Boom:  
  
Agricultural revolution:   
 
 
 
Industrial Revolution: 
 
 
.  
Transport Revolution: 
 
 

WHO WERE THE ENTREPRENEURS WHO 
BROUGHT ABOUT CHANGE? 
 
Jethro Tull:  
 
 
 
 
Richard Arkwright –  
 
 
  
 
George Stephenson:  
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT WAS LIFE LIKE FOR CHILD 
LABOURERS IN COTTON MILLS? 
 
Why were children employed?   

  

YEAR 8 Industrialisation & Imperialism – Part: 1 The Industrial Revolution 

PUBLIC HEALTH IN INDUSTRIAL CITIES 
 
Over-crowding:  
 
 
Housing:  
 
 
 
 
 
Disease:  
 

WHAT WAS CHOLERA? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT WAS LIFE LIKE IN A VICTORIAN 
WORKHOUSE? 
 
 
 
 



 

KEYWORDS 
 
KEYWORD:  DEFINITION: 
Agriculture  
Industry  
Transport  

Revolution  
 

Entrepreneur  
 

Labour  

Workhouse  
 

Urbanisation  

Migration  

Public Health  
 

 

 

KEY INDIVIDUALS: 
 
PERSON KEY DETAILS 
JETHRO TULL 

 

 

ROBERT BLACKWELL 

 
 

 

RICHARD ARKWRIGHT 

 

 

GEORGE STEPHENSON 

 

 

JOHN SNOW 

 

 

EDWIN CHADWICK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE CHECKER: 
 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING R A G 
I can describe how Britain changed within the areas 
of agriculture, industry & transport between 1750-
1900 

   

I can explain the reasons why Britain changed – 
including the 6 factors that made it possible 

   

I can describe the contributions of entrepreneurs and 
inventers such as Jethro Tull, Richard Arkwright & 
George Stephenson 

   

I can describe working conditions for child labourers 
working in a cotton mill 

   

I explain two consequences of the Industrial 
Revolution for Britain (Exam skill – consequence Q) 

   

I can describe the public health problems in the new 
industrial towns  

   

I understand the role of the Victorian workhouse    
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