
 

 

12 August 2021 

GCSE Results Day 2021 - Well done to the class of 2021 

Well done to all our Year 11s, the class of 2021, on getting their GCSE results today. 

You have endured challenges no other year has. You completed years 10 and 11 in the 

most difficult of circumstances – multiple lockdowns, exams cancelled, and all the stresses 

of living through a pandemic. You are resilient. Whatever you get today, you should be 

proud. 

Mark Taylor (Assistant Head Teacher), Sophie Harris (Head of Year 11), Sam Smith 
(Assistant Head of Year), Elaine Whitehead (SEN link for Year 11) said: 

“We congratulate our students today on their tremendous achievement in the face of the 
extraordinary circumstances in which they completed their GCSE qualifications. It is a huge 
success story after an incredibly demanding two years and we are immensely proud of our 
students.” 

"Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, sacrifice and most 
of all, love of what you are doing or learning to do." 

“All our students are capable of amazing things. We wish them all every success in the next 
exciting chapter of their lives, we are incredibly proud of them.” 

As with A-level results, GCSE grades were determined this year by Teacher Assessed 
Grades (TAGs), following the government’s decision to cancel public exams in light of the 
circumstances created by the coronavirus pandemic.  

This was a robust and detailed system which we are confident will deliver fair and accurate 
grades thanks to the hard work of our students and teachers. We believe it is important 
today to focus on the achievements of our Year 11 class of 2021 and nothing else. 

Rob Pearsall Headteacher said: “Whatever the outcome, your resilience has been amazing, 
you should be really proud of what you’ve achieved. I’m incredibly proud of you, the great 
character and perseverance you have shown, regardless of what was asked of you. I extend 
my very best wishes to you for results day and beyond.” 

All of year 11 deserve praise and recognition for all they have achieved in extremely difficult 
circumstances, as do their families and our wider community who have supported them 
throughout this pandemic. We thank you all fir all that you have done over the last five years, 
it’s been a privilege and honour to have known these young people and to have been with 
them on their journey. 

Everyone at Plymstock School wishes the very best to all the students as they will now 

progress onto the next stage of their lives. Whether they are continuing their studies within 

the Sixth Form or moving onto a new College, starting an apprenticeship or traineeship or 

looking to enter the world of employment, we know that each and every student has the 

ability to go on to be the very best version of themselves. 

We are proud that we have played a part in supporting all the students as they pursue their 

personal and career aspirations. 
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