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Introducing the Year 11 Next Steps Booklet 



Talking about A Levels 

Things to remember!

● Read through the Sixth form prospectus carefully 
before making your choices

● It’s important that you are interested in the 
subjects you are choosing. Do not choose subjects 
just because you like the teacher or because your 
friends are picking that subject

● What's the content of the course? 
Make sure you read the module information.
 You wouldn’t buy a house, if you haven't seen the inside 
first!

● Will you reach the stated grade boundary for your 
chosen subjects?

● Do you need to consider a college back up plan?

●



Talking about Apprenticeships 

Things to remember:

● Apprenticeships will give you the opportunity to 
grow and build on your career prospects. Employers 
will support you in your development if you show 
them the commitment to learn and develop.

● Stay ahead of the competition! 
Apprenticeships are highly sought after. Think about 
the skills and qualities you possess that will help you 
to secure an apprenticeship. 

Body language - Can you maintain eye contact? Can 
you communicate with people?
Time management -  Are you punctual? Do you turn 
up to school on time everyday?
Organisation - Do you hand in homework on time? 
Do you organise yourself?
Resilience - When you don't receive a result that you 
expected, do you give up or re-evaluate and try 
again?



Talking about College
Things to remember:

● Explore your options 
You can complete a course at a local college or a training provider. 

● Think about your learning environment 
Would you prefer a smaller setting? In which case, a training 
provider may be more comfortable for you. 
Prefer a larger setting?  Look at local colleges.

● Which level do I go for?
Different courses often state different grade boundaries, this is 
sometimes dependent on whether they are ‘skill’ based.
Make sure you check!

● Completing the application
If you are worrying about completing applications, the Careers Team 
will be holding college application workshops, we can help you!
Remember you can complete several applications, if you haven't 
quite made up your mind yet - just cancel later. 

● The Interview 
Attend the interview as if you were attending a job interview. First 
impressions do count, so dress appropriately and sell yourself in the 
best positive light!



Making things happen - Opportunities!

Things to remember:

ALL Post 16 Options will 
require action!

● Don't miss out!
Be present in tutor time.
Often your tutor will be 
delivering important or relevant 
information to you.

● Keep an eye on websites 
Websites and social media are 
updated regularly so they will 
likely be your best point of 
information

● Don't delay 
Make sure you sign up for any 
taster days or events that you 
are interested in, it's often 1st 
come 1st served. 



Your Next Steps - Telephone directory!



Writing a CV
Things to remember:

● Keep it brief, no more 
than two pages.

● Every CV is different as 
you want to show why 
your set of skills makes 
you suitable for the 
position you’re applying 
for at that moment, you 
may need to tweak each 
time but they will all 
follow a similar 
structure.

● Most employers will 
receive your CV in a 
digital format, so 
choose a clear font like 
Calibri or Arial and font 
size 10-12. Headings 
can be slightly bigger in 
size.



Video Interviews 

The hiring process is becoming more and more 
technologically advanced, and nowadays, it’s not 
uncommon to be part of a video interview instead of 
interviewing at an actual office, as it saves money and 
allows companies to interview more people in a shorter 
amount of time.

Given the impact of COVID-19 and the current guidance on  
social distancing, your next interview could be a video interview.

With  some practice and the right mindset, you can put yourself in 
a position to shine as easily as you would in a face-to-face 
interview.

 Make sure you’re ready to get in front of the camera by following 
these video interview tips.

Just as you would with any interview, thank the interviewer for the 
opportunity. 



Interview Tips 


